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The Pledge of Indepenvence

A3 TAKEN BY THE PEOPLE OF INDIA ON PURNA Swana) Dav, JANUARY 26, 1930

We helicre that o 15 the malienable right of the ludian people, as of any o’.”"
people, to bare [reedom and to cmpay the fruits of their toil and bave the necessitics
of life, vo thal they may have full opportunities of grouth. We believe elso that

@ if any povernment deprives a people of these rights and appresies them, the Pﬂ’ﬂ‘f 4
":1 bate & further vight to alter 1t or to abolish 1. The Butivh Govermment in India g).v
bas ot only deprived the Tudian peuple of their freedom bul has based “stelf on the D
! Y explostation of the masses, and has ruined India cconomecallyt politically, cnlturelly ‘;'“
& apd prestwally, We belicse therefore that ludia must sever the British connedlinn "-‘
2 and attain Purna Swara) or complete independence. g ‘3’
e India bas been sewned cconomically,  The revenne derived from our people is 3
out of all proportion to onr mcome. Our average income 15 icven pice per dey, and '.' >
,.." of the beavy taxes we pay 20% arc vaised from the land revenne errd from the @
.\_ Al peasaniry and V', from the sall tax, which follc most beardy on the poor. ;';-.‘
e Village industrses, such @ band spraning, have been desiroyed, leaving the o
=21 peasantry Wle for at least four montbs i the year, sud dulling ther intellect for )
e ‘ want of handrcrafts, and nothimg bas becn substituted, as m other cownlries, for the """
ez ;4" crafts thus destroyed. -
W) Customs and currency bave been so manipulated av'tu beap further hardens on S
&) the peasantry, British mannfactnred goods constitute the bulk ol our imports. 1S
,_.’." Customy duties -beteay clear partiality for Dretesh madufacturcs, and reveunc from § ‘h
Rt | 3 ;
P them ‘is weed wot to lesen the burden on the masses but for sustaining a highly o
( extravaxant ol winistration, Sl more arbitrary bus been the mampulation of the e
exchange ratio wbich bas rewlted m mllinns boing drained away from the conntry, i
= Politically, Indva's status bas ucver been so reduced as wnder the Bratndy regime, ', 2%
= No refarms have given real political power to the peaple. . The tallest of us bave In d
&= bend before foreign sutboedty.  The rights of free expression of npinion wind  free 3
4- assocration bave been denwed by ws and many of our countrymen ere compelled to !

Irce i exide abrnad and cannod retuen to their bowies.  All admmistratie talent, is
killed and the masses bave to be satnfied with petty village officec and derkships.
Chlturally, the system of edwcation bas torn ws from. onr monrings and onr
 timming has-made ns bug the very chams that bind ws. _
Spirttually, compulsory disarmamcnt hay made us wnmanly and the .pn-mlrr of.
an alten army of occnpation, employed with deadly cflect to crush in ne the spirit

ex of resntance, bas made ns think. that we cannol look after onrselves or butonp a .
& defence against forcign aggression, ot cven dofend vur bomes and families from the !;,
A attacks of theves, robbers and miscreants. ! “' M
ad We bold it 1o be a crime against van and God 1o submit any-longer to a rule : :u
3 thet has cansed this fourfold disaster fo our conntry, Wre recoguise, bowever, that 1904
\ix the most effective way of gung onr freedom is not through violence.  We 'r:h
W will thesefore prepare vurselves fry witbdraiing, w far a5 we can, all voluntary esso- 8y
Ty ciation from the Britih Goverwment, amd will prepare for covd disobedicnce, Neluds - '::;.
4o g non-payment uf taxes. We are contineed that if we con but withdrai onr N/
A < peduntary belp und top payment af laves u ithont doing liolru"; cven wider brouss Y

gation, the end of this mhuwyan enle s awgeed. . We therefore bereby solemnly ree
solve 1o carry ined the Congross msfrng foons pned Srovt time ta time for the purpoic of
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